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Views of the model as work
progressed.

Images courtesy Brigitte Peters

Survey map drawn on behalf
of Robert Young Stokes,
owner of the land, by
George Gould Presbery.

Image courtesy City of Havre de Grace
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Hauducoeur’s map showed
the entire Upper Bay region
and included a detailed
plan for Havre de Grace
with a theater, college, and
town gardens.

Image courtesy Susquehanna Museum at
the Lockhouse
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Visitors Center

Rear Admiral George Cockburn

National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London

British Attacks:

April 29 - May 6, 1813
Frenchtown: April 29
Elkton: defended April 29
Havre de Grace: May 3
Bell's Ferry: May 3
Port Deposit: defended May 3
Principio Iron Foundry: May 3
Georgetown: May 6
Fredericktown: May 6
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National Park St
U.S. Departmen

The British
Attack!

After anchoring oft Spesutia Island, the British launched a surprise
attack on the sleeping town of Havre de Grace early on the morning
of May 3, 1813. The townspeople awoke to the sound of Congreve
rockets whizzing overhead and cannon booming. While most
militiamen ran for tfmhﬂls John 0’Ne1]l famously rushed to the

town’s battery

f{fﬂt the British. Although he was
his hero1c actions remain the high point of

Several buildings survived the fires of the
British attack, including three town icons.

Aveilhe-Goldshorough
House

300 Neorth Union Avenue

Built in 1801, this house
saw a cannonball fly
through its wall and still
it stands today.

www.starspangledtrail.net

www.nps.gov/stsp

www. hdgtourism.com

St. John's Church

100 North Union Avenue

The British destroyed

the church’s windows,
altar, and pews, but left
the walls standing. The
congregation was able to
rebuild, and the church is
still used today.

Elizabeth Rodgers House
226 North Washington Street

Owned by Colonel John
Rodgers and his wife
Elizabeth, this home
survived the attack on
Havre de Grace even
though it was set on fire
and extinguished at least
three times.

Images courtesy of Heidi Glatfelter
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important pastimes in
century Havre de Grace.

| 215 G:lu Street - www.decoymuseum.com
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Visitors Center

Here you can learn abo " ¢ John Stump, the
richest man in Harford County during the

_ of 1812, as well as agricultural practic
of the early nineteenth century. .

461 Quaker Bottom Road - 3
. ppingstonemuseum.
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Concord Point
Lighthouse

After the war, the citizens
of Philadelphia presented

’ - 2 & = John O'Ni as quoted in H. Niles, ed.
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According to local legend, upon hearing
of her father’s capture, O’Neill’s daughter
Matilda rowed to the Maidstone and
begged for her father’s life. Impressed
with her bravery, Cockburn freed her
father and gave her his

personal snuff box.

Concord Point
Lighthouse

Maryland Historical Sodiety:

“l observed Guns fired and American
Colours hoisted at a Battery lately
erected at Havre-de-grace...this
immediately gave to the Place an
Importance which | had not before
attached to it, and | therefore
determined on attacking it.”

- British Rear Admiral George Cockburn in a letter to Admiral
iohn Borlase Wa May 3, 1813

www.starspangledtrail.net
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www. hdgtourism.com )‘




Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail bt

H

Keeping it in the
Family

The lighthouse was manned by

three generations of the O’Neill
family after the original keeper, John
O’Neill, was appointed to the job in
1827 as a thank you for his heroic
defense of Havre de Grace.

Lighthouse keeper Groundskeeper
John O'Neill, Jr. Harry O'Neill

After O'Neill's death in 1838, several different
men tended the light, until his son, John
O'Neill Jr., took over in 1861. After O'Neill, Jr.'s
death two years later, his wife Esther cared
for the lighthouse until 1881, when her son,
Henry, took over.

Henry remained at the lighthouse until

his death in 1919, leaving the post to his
son, Harry. Because the lighthouse became
automated in 1920, Harry worked as a
groundskeeper at Concord Point.

Photos courtesy of Concord Point Lighthouse
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Lighthouse
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- Havre de Grace
- First Family:
The Rodgers

Colonel John Rodgers and his wife Elizabeth, immigrants from
~ Scotland, were among the first families to settle in Susquehanna Lower
o ?f:f@,now Havre de Grace. They owned and managed Rodgers’ Maritime
na River in Perryville, as well as the ferry
7 /een the two communities. Museum
between Philadelphia and
37, survived the British attack

Images courtesy Historical Society of Harford County.

Portraits of Colonel John Rodgers and his wife Elizabeth.

A sketch of the -
Rodgers’ home, which
survived the British
attack in 1813 and
stands today at

226 N. Washington St.

Illustration by Benson J. Lossing,
Field Book of the War of 1812, 1868
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US. Department of the Interior

Maritime
Museum

Commodore Rodgers also made
landmark improvements to
U.S. Naval operations during
his service. He developed

the concept of drydocking,
established naval bases up and
down the coast, and revamped
the fleet to include smaller,
quicker ships. He made a
lifelong career of the Navy and
died of cholera in 1838.

Commodore John Rodge

Imag esy National Ga

John Rodgers’ flag ship, the

USS President, battles with the HMS
Belvidera during what is believed to
be the first battle of the War of 1812.

Escape of the HMS Belvidera 23 June. 1812
by William John Huggins

» -

) ¥ e =m i rm
www.starspangledtrail.net ,::;F;M'Eﬁ,fu‘s"gaa
WWW.nps.gov/stsp timemuseum.org =
www.hdgtourism.com

Maryland Heritage Areas Authority




Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail St e

The Naval
Dynasty

The Rodgers family served our country in the U.S. Navy for

generations. The patriarch, Colonel John Rodgers, fought in the
- Revolutionary War, while his son the Commodore was instrumental M aritime
in shaping ﬂle.,,NaV}%ﬁ the early republic. Many of the Commodore’s

Museum

Three naval ships have been
named the USS John Rodgers.
The last ship, DD-983, served
from 1978 to 1998. This ship
Pictured are the Commodore’s son and grandson: was named for the Commodore,
Rear Admiral John Rodgers (1812-1882, Civil War) the Rear Admiral, and the

and Vice Admiral William Ledyard Rodgers (1860- Commander. In the shield,

1944, Spanish American War and World War 1). The the anchor represents the
Commodore’s great grandson, Commander John Commodore, the compass rose
Rodgers (not pictured), was a Naval Aviator in is for the Rear Admiral, and the
World War I. wings represent the Commander.

Images courtesy U.S. Navy

Image courtesy Maryland Historical Trust

Commodore John Rodgers, his wife Minerva, and
their children lived in the Sion Hill mansion on a hill
west of Havre de Grace. The home still stands and
is occupied by descendants of the Rodgers family.

www.starspangledtrail.net &iEEr\EMEEMl;EUE W
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www.hdgtourism.com j'(

Maryland Heritage Areas Authority




Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail

o Decoy
mafom —— Museum

s, according to an

Gleason's Pictorial, circa
1854, artist unknown.
Image courtesy

C. John Sullivan.

More Canvasback decoys were
made in Havre de Grace then

any other region in America. This
decoy was made by the local Holly
family circa 1860. Fastened to

the underside is the original iron
weight, which was created from a
horseshoe by local craftsmen.

Image courtesy C. ulli ind Bill W:
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U, Depart f the Interior

Decoy
Museum

John “Daddy” Holly of Havre de Grace made

this early scaup or blackhead drake decoy
circa 1860. The wood used for this decoy
was pulled from the Susquehanna River. It
is wearing its original iron ballast weight
still today.

Image courtesy C. John Sullivan and Bill Watson

www.starspangledtrail.net
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Decoy
Museum

Early muzzle loading four-gauge
shotgun used on the Susquehanna
Flats, circa 1840.

Imag . John Sullivan and Bill Watson
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Traveling the
Waterways

In this area, boats were a primary means of transportation. The main

water route for shipping from Havre de Grace to Baltimore’s ports was the

Chesapeake Bay. Shallow waters made it difficult for large ships to dock

here, but smaller vessels made the trip filled with travelers and goods.

Fishing boats also sailed daily, hauling in money-making catches. LOCk H()use

During the War of 1812, British Admiral George Cockburn attacked many
owns on the shores o

€ Chesapeake Bay, as the water allowed him
transport his troops and to easily access active sea towns. Cockburn

ked Havre de Grace from the water on the morning of May 3, 1813.
se of the shallow river, the British had to use small launches to
oach the shore.

Maryland Histoical Society

The image on the left shows horses and travelers crossing
the Susquehanna on board one of the ferries that ran

between Havre de Grace on the west side of the river and
Perryville on the east. The sketch was drawn by Benjamin
Henry Latrobe, the architect of the U.S. Capitol. Latrobe
traveled through this area in 1798 and produced several
images, including the view up the Susquehanna River from
Havre de Grace (right image).
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Lock House

.ed'.chmi@h.‘. wvre de
veled by men on :

George Washington traveled through Havre
de Grace on the Post Road numerous times
during his travels for the Continental Congress,
American Revolution, and Presidency. In his

i . e ary, h ded dini hirty ti
waiting to cross the river by f Rtars Tovarn m Py sos T ATHE e e
S " 5 the Susquehanna.
At the time of the British attack on

Havre de Grace in 1813, there w 4 Map of Post Road in 1757
stagecoaches passing through the town e
each day. The Post Road provided the
fastest route for communication, and
word of the attack traveled to the nearest
towns and quickly spread throughout
the country.

awal

This map shows the route the Post Road took
through Havre de Grace.
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Steppingstone
Farm Museum

s

This late nineteenth century map shows the location of the Land of
Promise. It stands slightly upriver from Lapidum, which was known

as Bell’s Ferry during the War of 1812 and was attacked by the British
during their May 1813 rampage in the Upper Bay.

U.S. Coast and Geodetic map, 1900, modified and used courtesy of Jack Shagena,

www.starspangledtrail.net
WWW.nps.gov/stsp
www.hdgtourism.com
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Steppingstone
Farm Museum

Cassandra Stump John Stump

ourtesy of Jack Shagena

2 while ‘John Stump of
> owned the [Staffor

grist mill,

the Briti

did not excuse him if true from

being a traitor.”

- Samuel Mason, Jr, Historical Sketches of
Harford County, 1940

www.steppingstonemuseum.org

MARYT
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Steppingstone
Farm Museum

Image courtesy Steppingstone Farm Museum.

You can still see early nineteenth
trades today at Steppingstone
Farm Museum through active
demonstrations, displays, and
exhibits of our collection of historic
artifacts from Harford County. The
original Land of Promise tract still
supports many farms with some
producing the same crops grown
here through the War of 1812.

www.starspangledtrail.net
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